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Finally!  Hard winter, cold spring and then rush into summer. More news and stories from around the 

country about our gardens, and burial grounds; those green spaces under our care. Welcome Friend!    

to the 2nd QGP Newsletter to be sent to every Area Meeting in Britain and all  supporters of the QGP in 

its first full year above ground. Pass it on to anyone who may want to support us please. 

Quaker Gardens Project Ȱ! ÇÒÅÁÔ ÇÒÅÅÎ ÉÄÅÁɀ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏÏȱ 

Published by QuietWays Cards. Norfolk NR35 2BL www.quietwayscards.co.uk  Supporting Quaker work. 

In this issue: what do Peace Gardens mean?. Quaker Garden Survey 2010: How to join 

in. + The Malvern Quaker garden. + Peace Gardens from around the country                 

+ Cuttings sent in by you + our contact information.  Your Autumn garden..pictures please. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔÉÏÎȢȢȢ ) ÓÁ× ÔÈÉÓ         

habitation to be safe, to be inwardly quiet when there was great 

ÓÔÉÒÒÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢȱ *ÏÈÎ 7ÏÏÌÍÁÎ  ÌÏÎÇ 

ago may have put his finger on why gardens are places of peace 

and tranquillity for many and why, in our ever noisier, faster, 

ÇÒÅÅÄÉÅÒ ×ÏÒÌÄ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÈÅÍȢ  )ÔÓ Á ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÐÈÒÁÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÙÏÕ 

ÁÒÅ ÎÅÁÒÅÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢȢȱ  ÁÎÄ 1ÕÁËÅÒ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 

House gardens certainly seem to be favourite places of contem-

plation, prayer and peace. Quakers after all have along tradition 

of Peacemaking and botanic study. Far more plants have been 

classified and brought to our shores by Quakers than  would 

ÓÅÅÍ ÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÁÔÅȢ 0ÅÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÅÑÕÁÌÓ Ȱ0ÅÁÃÅ 'ÁÒÄÅÎȱ 

for many but why? What makes a garden more peaceful than 

anywhere else? Is it just our hope of finding somewhere natural, 

ÎÁÔÉÖÅȟ ÒÅÓÔÆÕÌȠ ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÊÕÓÔ ȰÂÅȱ ÁÔ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ȰÂÅȱ 

ourselves? Are gardens an escape from reality or a reality we try 

to make and sometimes fail at, sometimes are overwhelmed by? 

Is a garden just  a part of nature that we try to cosset and con-

ÔÒÏÌ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÌÌÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ Á ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌȟ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ȰÎÅØÔ ÔÏ 

ÔÈÅ ÓÏÉÌȱ ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅȩ  !ÎÄ ÌÅÔÓ ÎÏÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓȟ ɉÌÉËÅ 

peacemaking) can be jolly hard work! 

Hard work perhaps but building Peace Gardens  has certainly given 

Quakers  opportunities for important outreach; working with other 

like minded groups in the wider community. Chris Wilson  chairman 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Τ ÙÅÁÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȟ ÃÁÎ ÔÅÓÔÉÆÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓȢ Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ Á ÍÕÌÔÉ 

faith Peace Garden on the site of the old Friends Burial Ground in 

Weymouth. We assembled a group of volunteers, some Quakers, 

some residents and neighbours to the plot. They have totally re-

stored my faith in people. They show up in all weathers and attend 

meetings and work parties... It requires time and patience  to show 

that we are serious about our welcome, and its just beginning to 

pay off with pledges of support from the local Mosque and from 

members of the nearest Synagogue, the local Buddhist group and 

ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢȱ 7ÅÙÍÏÕÔÈÓȭ ÇÒÁÎÄ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ 4ÈÅ &ÒÉÅÎÄ ÉÎ 

May and will continue to grow along with all those relationships 

made. Particular 

plants and trees 

are  themselves 

symbolic of peace. 

One of the earliest 

flowering Japanese 

Cherries was cho-

sen as Weymouth 

Peace gardens first 

planting and focal 

ÐÏÉÎÔ Ȣ -ÁÔÔ *ÁÃËÍÁÎÓȭ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ɉÓÅÅ ÐÁÇÅ ΦɊ  ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ ×ÈÉÔÅ 

flowering plants accented with green and purples and produced a 

very soothing effect. The Peace rose is, naturally, a popular choice  

ÏÎÌÙ ÌÁÔÅÌÙ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒÔÁËÅÎ ÂÙ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÎÁÍÅÄ #ÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎȢ  7ÅȭÄ 

like to know what your list of favourite symbolic or meaningful 

plants might include so let us know. Perhaps 

Rosemary for remembrance? And surely, essen-

tial to all Quaker gardens- Thrift, here captured 

by Polly Tatum on her garden journey round 

Quaker gardens in 1989..is it still flourishing? 

Planning to plant a new garden? Perhaps you need help or information? Join in the Garden Survey 2010! Whatever your 

plans for your MH garden or Burial Ground the QGP would like to know, show  and tell others about it to help us all make 

more of our green spaces .Contact QGP c/o Norwich Meeting Upper Goat Lane, Norwich NR2 1EW or contact Deb Arrows-

mith via email: deb@growing-concern.co.uk. Phone: 07899 754767 leave a message and we will call you back. 

Funding and finance. The QGP is a young and vulnerable seedling. We are in the process of applying for funding 

from appropriate sources but we need your support. Thank you to all Meetings and individuals for  contributions which cover 

costs of printing and distributing the newsletter, setting up the website and future planned practical 

work etc. Though there has been a delay in acknowledging some monies received we now have a bank 

account! and will be catching up with this. We operate  under the guidance of Norwich Quaker Meeting  

Treasurers. Cheques should be made payable to Quaker Gardens Project and sent to Deb Arrowsmith, 

QGP c/o Norwich Meeting Upper Goat Lane Norwich NR2 1EW. Contact Deb on 07899 754767 or via 

email deb@growing-concern.co.uk. 

Matt Jackman built a Quaker Meeting Place Garden at the Malvern Spring Garden 

Show and  Deb Arrowsmith from the Quaker Garden Project went to take a look.  

òA breath of fresh air...ó One description sent in about the first QGP Spring Newsletter make sure you get yours. 

Where in the world?  

) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÆÅÓÓ ÁÓ Á ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÒ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÓÈÏ×ÓȢ  

The ridiculous impermanence, the weird and wonderful ideas that 

ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÍÁÎÁÇÅÁÂÌÅ ÍÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ my ÇÁÒÄÅÎȣ ÔÈÅ 

ÃÒÏ×ÄÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȣÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ×Å ÎÅÖÅÒ ÁÇÒÅÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÓ 

ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÄÏ ×Åȩ ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÁÎÄȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÏÎ Á ÃÏÌÄ ÁÎÄ 

ÂÌÕÓÔÅÒÙ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄȟ )ȬÍ so glad that reporting on a Quaker garden 

made me.  It takes some doing to create an oasis of calm and peace in 

the middle of a showground with 25,000 people tramping through 

but Matt Jackman and his team managed it.                                           

Matt grew up in a Quaker family in Reading attending Leighton Park 

3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙÓ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ×ÁÓ Á ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ȰÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ 

ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȱ )Î ÆÁÃÔ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ Á 

gift to many of us.    The garden design is a simple circle; inclusive. 

Four pathways of white marble 

pebbles and granite with a long 

rill beneath your feet lead to  a 

central circular pool from which 

emerges a tall elegant steel 

sculpture expressing natural 

forms like elongated ferns rising 

up from the deep. Solid ground 

and a spring too then! Around 

the circle clever, and surprisingly 

comfortable, are seats made of 

steel gabions (those wire cages) 

filled with granite setts and 

topped with an oak seat.                                           

As you sit the planting soothes 

your eye and mind. Green, naturally! But a perfect foil of silvers, 

whites, blues and purples with a flash of gold around the edge. A 

structured softness almost floating. A soothing balance between hard 

ÁÎÄ ÓÏÆÔ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÒÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ- and here I 

speak from experience!                                                                                    

The garden, which took three weeks to build including six days of 

setting out the plants by a supportive group of family and friends, felt 

settled and I was grateful that generous personal donations from 

Godric and Anne Bader, Gillian Ashmore and the Quaker Outreach 

ÔÅÁÍ ÈÁÄ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢ /Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÈÉÓ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ 

come cheap and Matt was determined to go ahead with the £10,000 

garden even if no support was forthcoming.  

0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ×Å ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÙÅÔ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÇÒÅÅÎ ÓÐÁÃÅÓ 

and need to invest in them further. At Malvern Matt  surely proved 

the garden is valuable outreach space: his creation certainly speaking 

of our values and bringing beauty and peace to the wider commu-

nityéand encouraging them to come in.                                                   

The longer I sat the more I was drawn into it; as were many passers 

by. One child was fascinated by the central rill then most seriously 

explained to her Mum the four words engraved in stone at each cor-

ÎÅÒ ÍÁÒËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ  ÐÁÔÈ×ÁÙÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÁÎÄ 1ÕÁËÅÒÉÓÍȣ4ÒÕÔÈȟ 

Simplicity, Equality and Peace. David Bates from Whitney described 

the movement of the central sculpture echoing the  multi-stemmed 

×ÈÉÔÅ ÂÉÒÃÈÅÓ ÂÌÏ×Î ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÅÚÅ ÁÓ Ȱ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÁÌÍÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 

ÐÅÁÃÅÆÕÌȱ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÌÔ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÈÉÓ ÌÏÃÁÌ 

Quaker Meeting in search of a similar peacefulness. Phelim Hartens, 

×ÈÏ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÔ ÈÁÄ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÕÉÌÄ Á ÒÉÖÁÌ ÓÈÏ× ÇÁÒÄÅÎȟ ÆÅÌÔ -ÁÔÔȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ 

ȰÓÕÍÓ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÁËÅÒ ÍÅÎÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ 0ÅÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙȣ)ÔȬÓ ÍÁÒÖÅÌȤ

ÌÏÕÓȱ                                                                                                                     

Now back to those judges. Well, Matt won a silver medal last year and 

was hoping to go for Gold but the judges awarded him a Silver.      

!ÐÐÁÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÎÏÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÓÅÁÔÓ ÆÏÒ Á 1ÕÁËÅÒ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȣɉÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ 

you may be mistaken say those of us who have attended many a small 

meeting.)  and placing Artemisia too near to Hosta. No doubt they 

have gone home to gardens of planted perfection?                                                

I consoled Matt with the thought that the silver medal went well with 

the white birches, the granite and marble but that the real gold lay in 

the response and reactions of the thousands of people introduced to 

Quakers through his building and 

planting his garden.                         

The best news of all is that thanks 

to the support of Malvern Quakers 

the garden will be rebuilt in a local 

youth and community centre with 

the kids helping to grow it on. 

Thank you Matt for the gift of your 

garden, its ideas are inspiration for 

Meetings all around the country 

and for recycling it as well!          

How Quakerly is that? 

 


