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3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÓÕÒÅÌÙ ÏÎ ÉÔÓ ×ÁÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÎÅ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ 

our gardens, and burial grounds- those green spaces under our care (and under snow and ice as this is 

written!) where something is stirring. Welcome Friend! to the 1st QGP Newsletter to be sent to every 

Area Meeting in  Britain and all those supporting the QGP in its first full year above ground.                            

We hope you find lots of interest and have lots to tell you about so.. please read on! 

In this issue: Liverpool gets  its walkthrough garden +  what do Peace Gardens mean?+             

0ÏÌÌÙ 4ÁÔÕÍȭÓ views of the Garden + Quaker Garden Survey 2010: How to join in. +                                 

A Thinking Gardens Day at Norwich +  News and views + our contact information. 

Happy gardeners link old &       

new to create Liverpoolõs  

peaceful shortcut!  
If you happen to be in Liverpool, walk through the courtyard 

with Bluecoat Arts Centre on one side and BBC Radio Mersey-

side and Liverpool Quakers on the other joining School Lane 

ÁÎÄ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ,ÁÎÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ Á ÐÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅȦ 4ÈÉÓ 

courtyard alley is an  increasingly popular shortcut between 

the older shopping centre and Liverpool One retail develop-

ment. Until recently a bare cobbled space...but not any more! 

Now there are trees with benches beneath, sweet smelling 

herbs and all manner of plants to attract not only people but 

birds, insects and maybe even bats into the city . 

ȰLiverpool Quakers believe that they and their Meeting House 

should be open to, and serve, the city in any worthwhile way 

they can, and the garden is an extension of that principle.     

Although the courtyard is a public domain space, our 

neighbours are very happy for it to become more meaningful 

and useful. We hope it will be one of the community-initiated 

ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓ ÉÎ ,ÉÖÅÒÐÏÏÌȭÓ ÒÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÃÉÔÙ ÃÅÎÔÒÅȟ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

ÒÅÔÁÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȭÓ ÃÁÌÍȱ 

The Garden was officially opened on 15th December with an 

outdoor carol concert.                                                                                                            

Our thanks for this contribution go to                                            

Bernard Thomas of Liverpool Quakers: More information:  

edenthomas@btinternet.com   

   

Planning to plant a new garden? Perhaps you need help or information? Whatever your plans for your MH garden or Burial 

Ground the QGP would like to know, show  and tell others about it to help us all make more of our green spaces .               

See how to contact the QGP and get involved on page 4. 

All this is the work of Liverpool Quakers with help and coop-

eration of Liverpool One, Radio Merseyside and Bluecoat Arts 

#ÅÎÔÒÅȢ )Ô ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ÓÏ ÆÁÒ ÂÙ  1ÕÁËÅÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 9ÅÁÒ 

of the Environment scheme and Liverpool Charity and volun-

tary services Trusts. The garden themes are perhaps the most 

important issues of our time: Sustainability and Peace. The 

garden, intended to be a restful and nurturing place, is made 

up of beautiful and useful plants. All materials, used from non

-peat compost to recycled plastic planters and seating, are 

planet friendly. Schools and other community groups will be 

encouraged to add to the garden perhaps with their own 

raised bed or planter or displays or exhibitions. Visit the gar-

ÄÅÎ ÒÏÕÎÄ ÌÕÎÃÈÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÁËÅÒÓȭ 

QBreak Cafe open several days a week.                                                                                                                                                



Quaker Gardens Project 
How a seed was sown... 

But someone has been along this path before!.. 

Deb Arrowsmith reflects on the germination of the QGP and where this may lead... Linking up with Polly Tatumõs journey 

around the Quaker Gardens of Britain 21 years ago and asks òIsnõt it time to make that journey again?ó  

Twenty one years ago, Polly Tatum,  took a  sabbatical from 

her job with Quaker Social Responsibility and Education, to 

travel around some 130 Quaker Meeting House gardens and 

photograph them. Her journal of these trips is now in Friends 

House Library along with almost 500 slides of the gardens as 

they were during the summer of 1989. These photos are now 

being digitally  restored  in order to give them a new life.  

&ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÍÁÙ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ 0ÏÌÌÙȭÓ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÅÒ ÔÒÉÐÓ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ 

Ȱ4ÏÁÄÈÏÌÅ &ÕÒÎÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ /ÔÈÅÒ 1ÕÁËÅÒ 0ÌÁÃÅÓȱ 4ÏÁÄÈÏÌÅ ÁÎÄ 

Furnace being two villages that combined in Derbyshire. 

0ÏÌÌÙȭÓ  ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙȟ ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ΔΣΡΡΡ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ *ÏȤ

seph Rowntree Foundation,  covered over 6500 miles, all 

when she had only recently passed her driving test and had 

never met a motorway! Living adventurously indeed... Al-

×ÁÙÓ Á ËÅÅÎ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȟ 0ÏÌÌÙȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÒÏÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ 

When the QGP launched at Britain Yearly Meeting  July 2009 with a 

small stand and a peaceful and reflective lunchtime presentation at 

the end of a busy week, I had no idea whether my own concern 

about the past, present and future of Quaker Gardens and Burial 

Grounds up and down the land , which I first raised in Norwich 

Meeting earlier in the year, would be shared by others. But I did 

ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅȢ 7Å ÈÁÎÄÅÄ ÏÕÔ ȰÓÉÌÅÎÔ ÓÅÅÄ 

ÐÁÃËÅÔÓȱȡ ÁÎ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÂÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÇÅÒÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÉÎ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÏ× 

have a long -and growing!  list of green (and not- so- green) fin-

gered folk interested in looking again at the open spaces their 

Meeting Houses stand upon; how we care for them and how they 

speak of our condition to the wider community. Gardens are not 

just for gardeners of course! They are valuable open space in 

crowded cities, tranquil havens for wildlife, play areas for children, 

quiet retreats for those in need of rest and peace, growing spaces 

for flowers, fruit and vegetables, community gardens, sensory         

Polly Tatum at Ettington MH 1989 

ÅÍÂÁÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ Á ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÈÕÎÔ ÓÁÙÓ 0ÏÌÌÙȟ Ȱ) ÃÁÍÅ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÏÎÅ 

meeting house that had no sign or notice board on it at all;     

I recognised the burial ground as Quaker and felt sad that I 

was beckoned by the dead when I should rather have been 

welcomed by the living...One of my greatest pleasures was     

to find again and again a Quaker oasis in the heart of a busy 

town.  

gardens, peace gardens. These are many gardens and they are all  

Quaker Gardens. The Society has great research and information 

on our Meeting Houses; their care and upkeep take much of our 

time and money yet the spaces in-between buildings often get 

neglected . These places are valuable, outward looking and encour-

age people to come in and find out more about the Community of 

Quakers.  They demonstrate here and now, our commitment to 

sustainability, the  environment, peace, to our neighbours and our-

selves; we should be proud of them. They are a great heritage and  

vital asset for the future;  both a challenge and an opportunity!  I 

felt after BYM, and a follow up article in The Friend by Oliver 

2ÏÂÅÒÔÓÏÎ Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÉÎÇȱ ɉ!ÕÇÕÓÔ ΤΪÔÈ ΤΡΡΫɊ 

ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÐÕÓÈÅÄ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒ ÔÏ Á ÓÅÃÒÅÔ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȠ Á ×ÏÒÌÄ ÏÆ 

Quaker gardens..and I was walking (cheerfully!) down a garden 

path not knowing quite where it would lead.... But hoping folk 

would want to come along the garden path with me and explore.... 

words spoken to her  by a stranger while she was weeding a 

ÐÁÔÈ ÉÎ &( 'ÁÒÄÅÎȟ Ȱ) ×ÁÎÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÉÓ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÈÁÓ 

ÓÁÖÅÄ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ) ÎÅÖÅÒ ÓÁ× ÈÉÍ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÂÕÔ ÉÎ 

the intervening years I have sometimes remembered him 

and come to understand how important gardens can be in 

ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢȱ ÓÁÙÓ 0ÏÌÌÙ�����³I visited about 130 Quaker places, 

from Rye on the south coast to Allonby on the Solway Firth.  

It rained once -  ÁÔ 7ÙÌÁÍȦȱ &ÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅ -(Ó ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅ  

Not all meetings feel able 

to leave their gardens 

open and accessible but 

there are many that can 

and do and I give thanks 

for such places and their 

capacity to  restore and 

refresh amid the hustle 

and bustle of modern 

city life. I remember the 

peace and quiet at St 

(ÅÌÅÎȭÓ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÃÌÏÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

garden gate behind me 

after lunch in a rowdy 

restaurant, the stately 

tulips at Northampton meeting house, the stillness in the tiny 

courtyard at Barnstaple, a clematis close by a garden seat at 

Chelmsford, and a gate in the wall which drew me into the beauti-

ÆÕÌ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ ÄÏ×ÎÔÏ×Î 9ÁÒÍÏÕÔÈȢȱ 4ÈÅ 

journey and the meeting house gardens remain clear and distinc-

ÔÉÖÅ ÉÎ 0ÏÌÌÙȭÓ ÍÅÍÏÒÙȢ Ȱ !ÓË ÍÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÄÏÇÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÔÅȤ

posts, or a columbarium, or a yellow door, or Jacob sheep next 

door, or an onion bed and I will reel off Shaftesbury, Aston on 

Mersey, Wellingborough, Long Sutton and East Garston. There is 

still so much to see, but twenty years on I am not sure I have the 

ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÔÁËÅ Á ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÔÅÍÐÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÕÇÈȢȢȢȱ 

ΤΣ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÎ ÉÔȭÓ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÁÇÁÉÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ 

grounds Polly visited and The Quaker Garden Project will do just 

that inviting Polly and others to come along the garden path with 

us. 


